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tf Ringgold, Mcintosh, Barbour, Ridgely, and Duncan, and

hou the hero of the Mexican war, let not your ashes be

listurbed. The star of your glory shall never be obscured

>y such fogs and fleeting clouds as that. It will continue

o shine brighter and brighter as long as professional skill

s appreciated, or bravery is admired, or patriotism has a

ihrine in the American heart.

3. But, sir, it was not alone in the United States that the

nilitary movements and achievements on the Rio Grande

ivere viewed with admiration. The greatest captain of the

ige,' the Duke of Wellington, the moment he saw the posi-

tions taken and the combinations made upon the Rio Grande

—the moment he saw the communication opened between

the depot at Point Isabel and the garrison at Fort Brown,

by that masterly movement of which the battles of Palo

Alto and Resaca de la Palma were a part—exclaimed, that

General Taylor is a general indeed. And yet sir, all history

is to be rewritten, all the rapture and pride of the country

at the achievements upon those bloody fields are to disap-

pear, and the light of science to pale before the criticism of

that senator by whom we are told that a little band of

mounted riflemen could have done that which cost so many

American lives and hecatombs of Mexicans.

4. I have spoken thus as a simple duty, not from any un-

kindness to the senator, but that I might do justice to many

of my comrades, whose dust now mingles with the earth

upon which they fought—that I might not leave unredressed

the wrongs of the buried dead. I have endeavored to sup-

press personal feeling, though the character of the attack

upon my friend and general might have pardoned its in-

dulgence. It is true that sorrow sharpens memory, and

that many deeds of noblest self-sacrifice, many tender asso-

ciations, rise now vividly before me. I remember the purity

of his character, his vast and varied resources ;
and I re-

member how the good and great qualities of his heart were

equally and jointly exhibited, when he took the immense
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